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Message from the IFTSA Area Representative- Stelios Viazis 

I hope that everyone has had a fun and successful spring semester so far. Summer is fast 

approaching and so is this yearôs IFT Annual Meeting and Food Expo in New Orleans, LA June 

28
th
-July 2

nd
! Please remember to renew your IFT membership to enjoy the benefits that IFT and 

IFTSA have to offer, such as scholarships, networking and career opportunities, as well as a 

variety of activities and competitions. Check out our website (www.iftsa.org) to find out more 

information on funding opportunities and details about IFTSA events. I would like to 

congratulate UNL for qualifying to the IFTSA National College Bowl Competition Finals, after a 

very close final match against the University of Minnesota. In addition, congratulations to the 

UMN Product Development team for making it to the IFTSA Product Development Finals with 

their product PB&J Ediballs! 

 

 

2008 IFTSA North Central Area Annual Meeting 

Our 2008 Area Meeting in Lincoln, Nebraska was a 

great success and I would like to thank everyone for 

attending. I would also like to thank the University of 

Nebraska Food Science Chapter president, Melanie 

Downs, and everyone at the UNL department that helped 

out in making this one of the best area meetings I have 

attended. I would also like to thank our sponsors for 

helping put together this event: Aksarben, Bison 

Witches, Brueggerôs Bagels, Cargill, CASNR, Chipotle: 

Gourmet Burritos and Tacos, Bakers Candies, ConAgra 

Foods, Cookies, Dorothy Lynch, Empyrean Brewing, General Mills, Henningsen Foods Inc., 

Hillôs Seed Company, Holloman Farms, Hormel, IFTSA, James Arthur Wineyards, Kelloggôs, 

Lamars Donuts, Legacy Dairy, Lincoln Snacks Co., Meadowgold, MN IFT, NE Beekeepers 

Assn./Valhala Bee, Nebraska Bookstore, Nestle Purina PetCare Co., Omaha Steaks, Qudoba 

Mexican Grill, Rotellaôs Bakery, Starbucks, The Mill, University Bookstore, UNL Dairy Store, 

UNL Food Processing Center, UNL Grad Student Association, US Foods. In addition, I would 

like to thank our moderator Kevin Samuelson (Solae) and judges Jennifer Huebner (Conagra), 

Fred Cook (Conagra), and Theresa Boothe (U.S. Foods). 

http://www.iftsa.org/

